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Expectations: 
 

 Attendance: 
Daily rehearsal: Students are expected to be at rehearsals during the school day. 
Students should notify the director if he/she will be absent. 

 
Other Rehearsals: Rehearsals outside of the school day are MANDATORY. These will 
be scheduled as needed and will likely occur the morning before a concert. These 
rehearsals give all chorus students the time to come together before the concert to 
practice transitions within the concert as well as any combined songs. To ensure student 
success during concert performances, it is imperative that all students attend these 
rehearsals.  

 
 Absences 

Daily/weekly rehearsal: If a student knows ahead of time that he/she will be absent for 
any reason, the student should communicate with Ms. Dardis and complete any 
work/practice as necessary. 

 
Other rehearsals/concerts: In the event a student must miss a rehearsal outside of the 
school day or a concert, the student’s parent(s)/guardian(s) should send Ms. Dardis an 
email or signed note explaining the reason why the student will not be present. The 
student will not receive the designated number points for the rehearsal/concert, 
however, if the absence is excused, he/she will have the opportunity to make up the 
points. Unexcused absences will result in a loss of participation/performance points for 
the rehearsal/concert and cannot be fulfilled through make-up work. Each absence will 
be assessed on a personal basis. 

 
The teacher determines what an excused absence is on a case-by-case basis.  In 
general, “I did not have a ride”, or “I didn’t know about the performance” or “my parents/I 
had a different commitment that night” are not excusable absences.  To repeat: the 
teacher determines what is an excused absence and an unexcused absence. 

 Preparedness: 
Students should arrive to all rehearsals or performances prepared. For rehearsals, this 
means they need to have the required materials: a pencil, eraser, and their binder with 
their music organized appropriately inside. For concerts this means arriving on time and 
in the appropriate attire. Preparedness also means that the student is ready mentally to 
participate, sing, and learn. 

 Respectfulness: 
Students are expected to always behave in a respectful manner. They will respect their 
peers, the student leadership, the director, school personnel/authority figures, their 
materials, and the space they are in. 

 Setting expectations and working towards goals: 
We spend the beginning of the year creating expectation and goals posters in each of 
the choir classes. Students brainstorm expectations and goals in their groups and vote 
on their top choices. The most commonly chosen ones become the class expectations 
and goals. Students are expected to work towards these goals as a group. In addition, I 
expect students to have personal goals for self-improvement apart from the group.  

 Practicing: 



Students are expected to practice their music and vocal exercises outside of classroom 
rehearsals. I expect to see overall improvement and do not want to use class rehearsal 
time re-teaching parts that should have already been learned. 

 Performance: 
Choral concerts are an essential part of being a choir member. Choral concerts are the 
equivalent of having a final cumulative test at the end of the quarter, and will be used to 
grade in this way. Concerts are opportunities for students to display improvement as well 
as demonstrate what they have learned. Furthermore, concerts provide a sense of pride 
and accomplishment for students as they can be recognized for their efforts throughout 
the year. Refer to the “Attendance” section in the event a student misses a 
performance.  He/she will need to make up those points; failure to do so will greatly 
impact the student’s grade in choir. 

 Leadership: 
Students have the opportunity to be leaders in various capacities during choir. They can 
lead through example, they can help those around them, and in 7th and 8th grade, they 
have the additional opportunity of interviewing for a Section Leader position.  

 
Section Leader responsibilities: 

 Assist the director in leading sectional rehearsals based on voice part 
 In the event a substitute teacher is teaching, assist the substitute with daily 

procedures and leading the class rehearsal 
 Assist the director in keeping sections focused and on task 
 Assist the director in enforcing classroom expectations determined by the 

students 
 Keep an updated list of section members’ birthdays and coordinate with director 

to recognize birthdays during class 
 Assist director with folder checks 
 Assist director with planning and coordination of concerts, choir reward parties, 

and out of school events 
 Any other duties as determined by the director 

 Care and Maintenance of Rooms/Materials: Students are expected to keep the room 
well maintained. No food or drinks are permitted in the choir room (except water) and all 
trash is to be picked up before the end of class. Failure to cooperate in these matters will 
result in infractions. 

 
*In some cases, students will be given original copies of music. Students will have to pay 
for the replacement of any lost or damaged music. 

 
CLASSROOM RULES 

 
1. Be on time to class. 
2. Listen quietly and follow directions. 
3. Do not touch or play instruments unless asked 
4.         Respect yourself, others, and their property. 
5. Gum, food, and sodas are not allowed in the classroom. 
6. Follow all school-wide rules. 

 
 
 
 



Classroom Discipline 

 
 STEP 1: A verbal warning, consisting of a reminder of the rules, a restatement of the 

expectations, a reminder of consequences, and a polite request to stop the undesired 
behavior.  

 STEP 2: Student is re-notified of the rule being broken. Infraction will be given. Parents 
are notified. A written reflection is assigned. Additional consequences may be 
introduced: 

o Loss of privileges 
o After-class/school teacher/student conference 

 STEP 3: All participation points are lost for the day. Lunch Detention is issued. Parents 
are notified. Office Referral. 

 
*Please note that a total of 5 infractions on a character card per quarter will result in detention 
(7th & 8th grade) 
 
Concert Attire 
  

 Plain white blouse/ polo/ button down shirt. Shoulders must be covered; tank tops are ok 
only if worn with a white sweater/covering 

 Black pants or floor-length black skirt. Knee-length skirts can be worn with black tights. 
Capri pants, shorts, jeans, leggings, and dresses are NOT acceptable.  

 Dark-colored socks or nude colored nylons. 
 Dark-colored closed-toed shoes. Nice, clean tennis shoes are ok. Shoes with bright 

accent colors are NOT acceptable.  
 Dark-colored belt if your pants need a belt.  
 Neat hair, out of face; minimal jewelry.  Keep it simple! 

o No watches that have potential to make noise, even if on silent. No sunglasses or 
hats. 

 
*Failure to comply with concert attire will result in removal from performance and loss of points 
for the performance. 
 

Grading Policy 

 
Daily Participation & Performance 30%  

 Includes daily participation in class and demonstration of performance practices 
Assignments & Quizzes 20% 

 Includes in class assignments, homework, folder checks, written quizzes, singing 
quizzes 

Concert Attendance/Performance 50% 
 Includes concert attendance, mandatory rehearsals, and demonstration of performance 

practices 
  
Supplies Needed 

 
●   1-inch 3-ring binder (5th and 6th graders will keep their binders in the choir room) 
●   10 Page protectors 
●   Must have a pencil every day 



●   Donations of Kleenex and pencils are greatly appreciated! 
  
Performance Dates (THESE ARE MANDATORY UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED): 

 
 Wednesday, October 23rd Junior High Choir Assessment at Barry Goldwater HS during 

the school day (Chorus II only) 
 Veteran’s Day Assembly performance during school (more information coming soon)  
 Thursday November 14th DVUSD ES & MS District Honor Choir at Sandra Day O’Connor 

(This is optional, by audition; more information to come) 
 Wednesday, December 11th Winter Choir Concert at West Wing 6 PM (a mandatory 

before school rehearsal will likely be scheduled and communicated in advance) 
 Wednesday, March 25th Junior High Choir Assessment at Barry Goldwater during the 

school day (Chorus II only) 
 Thursday, May 14th Spring Choir Concert at West Wing 6 PM (a mandatory before school 

rehearsal will likely be scheduled and communicated in advance) 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PLEASE RETURN THIS PAGE 
  
Students and Parents/Guardians: 
Please fill out the information below acknowledging that you have read, understand, and accept 
the information that I have shared in this handbook. Please sign and return this page to Ms. 
Dardis by Friday, August 30 during choir. Please keep the rest of this handbook for your 
records. 
 
Student Acknowledgement Statement: 
 
I have read the West Wing School Choir handbook and understand the policies and guidelines. I 
will conduct myself as a positive and contributing member of the choir at all times. I will 
represent my school and community with pride, loyalty, and courtesy. 
 
Print Name of Student:________________________________Grade:_________________ 
 

Signature of Student:___________________________________________________ 
 

Print Name of Parent or Guardian:_____________________________________________     
   
Signature of Parent or Guardian:_________________________________________ 
  
  

Contact Phone 
Number:_____________________________________________                                     

  
Contact Email:_________________________________________________________ 

 
  
 

 

 

 

 


